Environmental protection.

Today we are going to talk about environment. The environment is everything around us: air, water, land, people, animals, plants.

Many people believe we are destroying the environment. If you ‘destroy’ something, you damage it so badly it does not exist any more.

Only when all the rivers have run dry,

And all the fish in the sea have died,

Only when all the rainforests have been burnt down,
And there’s no food for the animals,

Only when all the blue skies have been filled with smoke,

And the cities of the world have choked,

Will the white men understand

That it’s too late to save the Earth.

So what environmental problems can pose great danger to nature and our world?
Cars and factories pollute the air. Acid rain is a kind of air pollution. It is caused by factories that burn coal, oil or gas. These factories send smoke high into the air. The wind often carries the smoke far from the factories. Some of the harmful substances in the smoke come down with the rain hundreds of miles away. This rain is full of acid chemicals and kills plants and animals.
Factories dump waste into rivers, seas are polluted with fuel. Oil spills are a great source of pollution. Fish are dying.
We continue to cut down rainforests. Rainforests are forests near the equator. More than 40,000 different plants live in the rainforests. There are also thousands of different kinds of animals and insects living in the rainforests. You can find half the animals of the world here. There are also many rare birds. If the forests disappear the birds and animals will disappear too. If people cut down the rainforests there will be less oxygen in the air.
We also continue to increase the dangers of global warming. It’s an increase in temperature because of increased carbon dioxide around the earth.

Every person produces about 650 tons of garbage during the life. We don’t have enough space for garbage.

Every day there are more and more animals and plants which are in danger of becoming extinct. Their natural habitats are destroyed by human activities. Animals are hunted for different reasons. There are only 11,000 rhinos left in the world. They are killed for sport. They are also hunted for their horns. Bamboo forests in China are cleared for farming, so there is less bamboo for pandas. Pandas are also killed foe their coats. Sea turtles are hunted for their shells and meat. They are also often eaten by other animals. The African elephants, the largest mammals on earth, are killed for their ivory tusks. Even if the ivory trade is stopped, the future of the African elephant isn’t good. The growing population of Africa makes it difficult for elephant herds to find the large areas of land they need.
And what about environmental situation in Ukraine and our native town?
Map of Ukraine → Kupiansk

Are there any ways out?

Nowadays there are many different pressure and interests groups in many countries, which try to find solutions to the problems of pollution at the national and international level. So they are groups of people with a common interest in trying to draw the public attention to environment problems, to influence the government decisions. 

Greenpeace is a very famous pressure group. It started functioning in 1971. Its headquarters are at Amsterdam, but it operates in 25 countries worldwide. The aim of Greenpeace is to protect wildlife of toxic wastes, nuclear tests. They have also campaigned against hunting whales, pollution in the North Sea
 “Friends of the Earth” (FoE) is one of the British pressure groups with an international reputation. Its general aim is to conserve the planet's resources and reduce pollution. FoE was established in 1971 and now it operated in 44 countries worldwide. It campaigns among other things, for recycling and renewable energy, and the destruction of wildlife and habitat.
The Earth Day

Earth Day is the largest, most celebrated environmental event worldwide. On Earth Day, individuals and organizations demonstrate their commitment to environmental protection.

Earth Day is a great opportunity for people, corporations, and governments to join together and make positive changes for our planet.

Join the Earth Day 2011 and plant a tree! 

Turn off all electricity for one hour. Light a candle and spend quality time with family and friends.
Pick up the garbage. Spend some a couple hours picking up litter at your local river.
Walk, bike, or take the bus to work.
Give up meat for one day.
Teach children the value of the our earth. They are our future.

But one day can’t change the environmental situation. Let’s make the Earth day every day!
And now it’s time for us to think of things everybody can do to control pollution. 

· to reuse products 

· to take part in the recycling programs 

· to drive less, to use bikes and mass transportation 

· to save electricity to save water and heat 

· to save paper and wood 

· to buy food that needs less packing 

· not to litter our streets, parks, rivers and forests 

· to eat less meat to stop killing of the animals 

· not to use aerosols (hair and body spray) 

· to plant trees, flowers 

· not to cut off trees, bushes 

· to enlarge our knowledge about our nature and the ways of reducing damage to the planet. 

EACH OF US CAN SAVE AND PROTECT OUR EARTH - OUR HOME 

